Name: ___________________________________________

Creating Topic Sentences
Title:  “Ice Dogs Explorer on Siberia-to-U.S. Dogsled Attempt”

Author: Brian Handwerk

Type of Passage:  Non-fiction interview from National Geographic
Prompt:  Based on the interview, explain how the relationship between Allen and the dogsled team changes from his first meeting with the dogs to the end of their journey.  Use relevant and specific information from the interview to support your answer.

Topic Sentence: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Title:  What the Moon Saw

Author:  Laura Resau

Type of Passage:  excerpt from the novel What the Moon Saw (fiction)
Prompt:  Explain how Clara’s feelings change in the excerpt Support your answer with important and specific information from the excerpt.

Topic Sentence: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Title:  “Homeroom Zombies”

Author:  Lawrence Epstein, M.D.

Type of Passage:  Non-fiction article from Newsweek
Prompt:  Based on information in the article, explain why it is difficult for teenagers to get enough sleep.  Support your answer with relevant and specific details from the article.

Topic Sentence: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Title:  The Namesake

Author:  Jhumpa Lahiri

Type of Passage:  Fiction, from the novel The Namesake 

Prompt:  Explain why the field trip to the graveyard has a powerful effect on Gogol in the excerpt.  Support your answer with important and specific information from the excerpt.

Topic Sentence: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Title:  Lost in Yonkers
Author:  Neil Simon

Type of Passage:  Play

Prompt:  Based on the excerpt, describe Louie’s character.  Support your answer with important and specific details from the excerpt.

Topic Sentence: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

